CHAPTER TIL
RECLAIMED   RUBBER.
UNDER the various names of recovered rubber, reclaimed
rubber, rubber shoddy, Pongo rubber, etc., rubber goods
which have done service in their several spheres of utility
again come before the manufacturer's notice. The trade                         "1
of reclaiming old rubber so as to fit it for re-use has been                         i
in existence for a long time ; but in recent years it has                        \ t
shown considerable expansion, a fact which maybe ascribed                         jh
to two principal causes: improvement in the methods of                         III
production, and the extended market owing to the high                         \ f.
price of raw rubber.    To effect the devulcanization of old                        il<
rubber or of vulcanized scrap, a regular product of the
rubber factory, is a problem which has long been of the
first importance. It cannot, however, be said that' we are
really in any better position than we were fifty years ago
as regards the main object to be achieved. If the term
recovery is used as synonymous with devulcanization, it
cannot seriously be contended by any rubber reclaimer that
the desired goal has been attained. All the brands of
reclaimed rubber on the market contain sulphur, and the
most that can IKJ said for them is that the original vulcan-
ized rubber, from being an intractable substance, has, by the
method of reclaiming employed, been rendered suitable for
use again ; that is, to a limited extent for certain purposes.
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